
C A N A D A  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  I N N O V A T I O N

2023 Innovation Fund

INFORMATION SESSION
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A few words about us

P A R T  1



2 5  y e a r s  a g o …

the Canada Foundation for Innovation 

was created to solve the brain drain by 

investing in infrastructure for research.
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TO BUILD OUR NATION’S CAPACITY TO 

UNDERTAKE WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH 

AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT THAT 

BENEFITS CANADIANS

Mandate



How

CFI fulfills this mandate by investing 

in the research infrastructure 

necessary for Canada’s leading 

researchers to discover, develop, 

and apply new knowledge in all 

areas of science, the humanities, 

social sciences, health, engineering 

and the environment.
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CFI provides up to 40% of infrastructure costs 

(remaining 60% provided by provinces, 

institutions and private sector)

Over the past 25 years, CFI has invested close 

to $9 billion in research infrastructure, 

generating over $21 billion in overall investment

Highly competitive funding requiring 

excellence and institutional commitment to 

maintaining the infrastructure for its useful life

A unique funding

model
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Program

structure

R e s e a r c h  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

• John R. Evans Leaders Fund (JELF)

• Innovation Fund

• College-Industry Innovation Fund

• Biosciences Research infrastructure Fund

• Exceptional Opportunities Fund

O & M  s u p p o r t

• Infrastructure Operating Fund (IOF)

• Major Science Initiatives Fund (MSI)
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C l i c k  s c r e e n  t o  w a t c h  v i d e o  i n  y o u r  b r o w s e r

H o w  d o e s  C F I  c h o o s e  

w h i c h  p r o j e c t s  t o  f u n d ?

C l i q u e z l ’ é c r a n p o u r  l a n c e r  l a  v i d é o

C o m m e n t  l a  F C I  c h o i s i t - e l l e l e s  

p r o j e t s q u ’ e l l e f i n a n c e ?

https://youtu.be/RB2jVHgsrGo
https://youtu.be/SQKDBG4i1mc


• B u d g e t  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s

• A p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s

• R e v i e w  p r o c e s s

• T i m e l i n e

• C F I  N a v i g a t o r

• Q u e s t i o n s

IF  2023 Compet i t ion 
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Competit ion budget & objectives

$400 million 
Capital 

+
$120 million 

Infrastructure 

Operating Fund

OBJECTIVES

- Enable internationally competitive research or 
technology development through the equitable 
participation of proficient team members.

- Enhance and optimize the capacity of institutions and 
research communities to conduct the proposed 
research or technology development program(s) over 
the useful life of the infrastructure.

- Lead to social, health, environmental and/or economic 
benefits for Canadians.



Assessment  cr i ter ia

• Research or technology development

• Team expertise

• Team composition (EDI)

Compet i t ion  object ives

1. Enable world-class research or 

technology development through the 

equitable participation of proficient team 

members

2. Enhance & optimize the capacity of 

institutions and research communities 

to conduct the proposed research or 

technology development program(s) 

over the useful life of the infrastructure

3. Lead to social, health, environmental 
and/or economic benefits for Canadians

• Infrastructure

• Sustainability

• Benefits

2023 IF (draft)



Research or Technology Development  

The research or technology development program(s) are 

innovative, feasible and internationally competitive. 

Team Expertise 

The team includes the breadth of expertise to conduct the 

proposed program(s).

Team Composition 

Principles of equity and diversity were considered in the team 

composition. There is a commitment to create an inclusive 

environment where all team members are fully integrated and 

supported in the research team. 

1

Enable world-class research or 

technology development through 

the equitable participation of 

proficient team members
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Infrastructure

The requested infrastructure is necessary 

and appropriate to conduct the proposed 

program(s) and optimally enhances existing 

capacity. 

Sustainability  

The infrastructure will be optimally used, 

operated and sustained over its useful life 

through tangible commitments.

2

Enhance & optimize the capacity of 

institutions and research communities 

to conduct the proposed research or 

technology development program(s) 

over the useful life of the infrastructure
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Benefits

The team and its partners have a well-defined plan 

to transfer the results of the research or technology 

development program(s). The results are likely to 

lead to social, health, environmental and/or 

economic benefits for Canadians. 

3

Lead to social, health, 

environmental and/or economic 

benefits for Canadians
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Merit review process

C F I |  2 0 2 3  I n n o v a t i o n  F u n d  

SMAC
Expert 

review
MAC

C F I

B o a r d

Assessment 

criteria
• Strengths

• Weaknesses

Competition 

objectives
• Excellence

• Exceptional 

merit

• Mandate 

• Competition 

objectives

• Portfolio

Decision
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Feb 2022

Notice of intent

June, 2022

Proposals

July-December 2022

Expert review

Jan- Feb  2023

MAC / SMAC

November 2021

Call for 

proposals

March 2023

DecisionsCompetition timeline
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ENVISIONING 

A BRIGHT FUTURE

• Evo l v i ng  sc i ence  and  f u tu re  

t echno log ies

• New fo rms  o f  engagemen t  

and  co l l abo ra t i on  

• Democ ra t i za t i on  o f  t echno logy

• In f ras t ruc tu re  as  se rv i ce  

• Mob i l i t y  o f  r esea rche rs

• Open  concep t  l abs  — innova t i ve  

spaces  

• Reach ing  beyond  i ns t i t u t i ona l  

bounda r i es  
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List your labs 

on the Navigator

• Help your facilities connect with other 
innovators, expand their networks and 
build new research partnerships

• For eligibility, benefits of listing and 
how to join, visit 
listyourlab.innovation.ca

18
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Success stories

• The Navigator website attracted 4,200 
visits monthly in fiscal year 2020-21

• Some of the resulting 425+ contacts 
are featured on 
our new stories page, 
navigator.innovation.ca/stories

• Have a great collaboration story that 
features a Navigator-listed facility? 
Contact us at 
navigator@innovation.ca
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https://innovation.ca/


Questions?



@InnovationCA InnovationCanadaInnovationinCanada

Keep in touch

IF-FI.2023@innovation.ca

https://www.facebook.com/innovationincanada?ref=innovationca
https://www.youtube.com/user/InnovationCanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/InnovationCanada
https://twitter.com/innovationca

