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 Create a world-class conference focused on finding 
and delivering resources in an environmentally sound 
manner for future generations consistent with the 
IUGS initiative “Resourcing Future Generations”.

 Bring industry, academia and governments together 
to tackle increasing future demand for resources and 
our ability to deliver these resources with the highest 
environmental standards consistent with global 
sustainability goals

Objectives
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Conference main themes

MineralsThe Earth WaterEnergy

Availability of energy 
has supported the 
development of the 
human race.  
Increasing population 
and basic human needs 
will require vast 
increases in energy 
supply  

Minerals service every 
aspect of modern life. 
Although influenced by 
cycles and volatility, 
human needs, energy 
demands, and new 
technology will 
maintain demand for 
many commodities.

Clean water is a 
fundamental human 
right.  Availability of 
water requires 
understanding surface 
and subsurface 
sources.  Water is 
critically linked to 
energy and minerals, in 
addition to agriculture. 

Evolution of the planet 
led to concentration of 
elements – recognition 
by early humans. 
Understanding the 
earth and processes 
has implications for 
resources, extraction 
and stewardship of our 
planet
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Session themes and sub-themes
The Call for Sessions is open and accepting session submissions

EARTH ENERGY MINERALS WATER RESOURCES & 
SOCIETY

Earth evolution Conventional Major minerals Sub-surface 
water

Resources and 
indigenous people

Earth processes Unconventional Minor - critical 
minerals

Surface water Role of Geological 
Surveys

Earth systems Sedimentary Basins Technology and 
metals

Water -
Minerals

Resource frontiers 
Arctic, Oceans

GAC-MAC Geothermal -
renewable

New sources Water - Energy Sustainability and 
climate

Knowledge and 
education

Geoethics

Young leaders
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Strong Organizations
Four Canadian organizations partnering to deliver RFG 2018

 CIM provides technical leadership and organizational and significant financial support

 GAC and MAC: the annual GAC-MAC conference will be held as part of RFG

 CFES: the umbrella organization for earth science in Canada

Many technical partners:
 Organizations listed on the following slides committed to contribute content, and will 

play specific roles in supporting and promoting the event. 

 Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) will support RFG2018 and will organize sessions 
related to geological surveys with other survey partners (USGS, BCGS and other 
Provincial and US State surveys, and international surveys)
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Technical Partners –
collective knowledge

IUGG
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Below BC

Canadian 
Geotechnical 

Society

Technical Partners –
collective knowledge



RFG2018 – Committee Structure
Steering Committee

John Thompson Chair

Bill Mercer Vice-Chair

Peter Bobrowsky GSC; Former IUGS Secretary General

Stephen Johnston CFES International Director; IUGS Councilor

Melody Brown Burkins Chair US National Committee for IUGS

Andrew Stumpf Secretary General

Oliver Bonham CEO Geoscientists Canada

Jim Ryan GSC and CFES

David Huntley GSC

Garth Kirkham CIM, President

Bob Schafer Past President CIM; Officer PDAC

Jean Vavrek CIM, Executive Director

Lise Bujold CIM Director, Conferences & Exhibitions

Bill Stiebel CFES Past President

Victoria Yehl GAC Past-President (2015-16)

Graham Young GAC President 2016-2017

David Corrigan GAC Science Program Chair

Ron Peterson MAC President

Andy MacDonald MAC Vice President

Vancouver

Sharla Wasilinchuk Tourism Vancouver

Stephanie Johnson Vancouver Convention Centre

John Thompson Chair

Roger Beckie UBC

Peter Bobrowsky GSC

Ollie Bonham Geoscientists Canada

George Eynon CSPG

Kendra Johnston AMEBC

Steve Rowins BCGS/GAC

Jim Ryan GSC/CFES

Glyn Williams-Jones SFU

Kirstie Simpson Technical support

Ad hoc members

Jean Vavrek CIM Executive Director

Bill Mercer Vice Chair, Steering Committee

Lise Bujold CIM Director, Conferences & Exhibitions

Andy Stumpf General Secretary, Steering Committee

Program Committee

CIM Staff
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Jean Vavrek Executive Director

Lise Bujold Director, Conventions & Trade Shows

Chantal Murphy Convention Planner

Nadia Bakka Marketing and communication

Janice Burke Technical Program Coordinator

Carol Lee Registration and Web editor

Martin Bell Trade Show Sales Manager

Wayne Gibson (Gibson Gp) TPMS – submission system



RFG 2018 in numbers

Estimates based on current resources and facilities

Duration of Event: 4 full days + pre- and post short courses
and field trips

Attendees: 3,500 – 5,000
Abstracts: 2,250 – 3,500
Oral Presentations: 1,500 – 2,250 (15 minutes standard)
Posters: 800 – 1,200
Parallel Streams: +/- 20 concurrent rooms
Plenary sessions: Daily – on major themes
Special focus: Young Leaders & Student Program
Trade Show: 100 booths min (300 max)
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Delivery & Action items

 Steering and Program Committees active

 CIM-GAC-MAC-CFES partnership MOU

 Numerous technical partners, contributors and supporters are 
secured – ongoing

 Themes and sub-themes in place – major theme leaders identified

 Call for Sessions is open; Call for Short Courses & Fieldtrips early 2017

 Formation of the International Advisory Committee in progress

 Industry fund raising, Plenary and other committees forming

 Presence at many events in 2016 – with booth, presentations and/or 
materials:  Roundup, CIM Convention, GAC-MAC, 35th IGC, GSA +++

 RFG 2018 bulletins will be issued quarterly as of Winter 2017

rfg2018.org



Call for sessions

• Live on RFG website –
rfg2018.org

• Will stay open until year-end

• Framework for building out 
themes and subthemes, and 
filling potential gaps

• Critical to include the broad 
GAC-MAC sessions at this so 
that they can be accommodated 
appropriately in the program



Promoting the conference

– as a community

• e-mail blasts to our memberships

• Flyers and brochures at events

• Posters and magazine ads

• Web banners and e-mail signatures



Promoting the conference

– specific requests

• Tell your colleagues – unique opportunity

• Reach out to organizations – technical/non-
technical: Academia, Industry, Surveys, 
Governments, Associations……..

• Seek and support young people



DIVERSITY

GEOLOGY

LOCATION

LEGACY

Resources for Future Generations
Vancouver, Canada

June 16-21, 2018
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